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How the "East End" Takes the Gigantic Struggle on European Battlefields.Wives and Moth¬

ers Who Have Been Left Behind.How They Live, With Their Menfolks at the Front.One
East End Woman Declares the War Has Helped Them.Her Strange Reasons Why This
Is So."Separation Allowances".More Work Available.Suffering and Privations in the
Slums.The Statement of a Labor Leader.One Hundred Thousand Bread Winners Called
Away as Volunteers.They Have Left a Half Million Mouths to Be Fed.How This Is Being
Done.
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(.ON '< »N Kn^land. Man n r>. 101*
Sr. \ :>'"!'\ II \ !; thousand able-

i- ii. ii :i }} ha vr gone from
i.. hi: yf I'?hI. >h to march

ag.. .:..si »0 Oermall llOSl.« iHTOS^
h" u! .r«ri- An armv "f vol-
:. {< ». r ipori than r hin foil r t hs as

!, 11 ;t v !»,.. ._ ii 1. 11' military estab¬
lishing 1, t of t i: ir-lted States has left
l,o:i.i<ii!'s IJt.-i l>d "list rift and answer

tin il t" arms in Oreat Britain's
our of »»«.. '1
I'f.Mi ,i popu !;. t»«. oi two and a half
iom. !h'- number of souls who.

..!!_! 11 \ pen ). ii u. i ?» <»i»1 the slums of
ni: mil :ir»it:. nearjy a hundred
imu-m' -I bread-winners have been
i! b-d ;i w ;i \ by the war. Behind them
¦r\ h;i\" left half a million mouths

!.. be ff'l
1low is it Ii:idone
l*'r»» hi Ho* lip.-- of one of tin- least

fortui .ii- of thf wives of these slum-
bird |11 lot »»n v the story «»f the
war-11111. Cast Knd.

*
* *

Tii». wri :>.. the :-toty I«-11 e one

*1" ii mI.i morning as sin went about
:o r ma rkctinu Komnri '<*ad. the
jjv atmit;u prodm «. ,.«-111. -1 of squalid
t'opla F'.orouiih Tic "!i M'i from
end to Iid. as 11 as f fould reach.
'' as J ;; ii'i,,c..l h |'. «Mi« 4-ards ;Uid
»la n k ed with swarming shops. The
ii'.- .. r ill. o. k \ ;iiei*fha nts pro¬
claiming '.Ini. wate*-- ro.-e above ihr
,ow-i .i iftii i-¦ I;usinc-s pro-
11. «?<"¦«« rrily No s,: d of wa. was

file W 'I: .Oil '¦ nisei f to .1

s h a1 tilth- woman who humped
:i>to lulu a- "d,,. hnri it-d aioriu the

work, thai T was far worse off than I
am now with m> allowance.

"Tt's a grand thing. loo. to liau- your
money onling in stead* Before the
war my man and 1 eon Id never bo just
certain about the joo. Sometimes n
held 11«i sometin.es it didn't. \v.
wouldn't be sure from month to month
if we should be turned on the street
for our rent the next month. It was

very hard living that way. Bur now.
while I haven't got much. I know where
it come? from, and 1 can just figure
what there is to spend for food and
rent and fuel, and not wear myself out
worrying about saving every extra
penny against worse times to come.

+
* *

Optimism shone from the pinched
face of the slum mother as she spoke.
"And then." she continued, "there's

better times still to come, f expect. j
shall l>e able to bring in some sewing
to do. soon as 1 get a bit stronger. It
is all can manage now to keep the
children fed and mind the baby, but if
won't b<. long before I can get about
and fii'o ome work. So I'm not so

badly off. even if my man has gone to
the t'ghtiug. Most of the women with
families out lu re are in a better v. ay.
espe. ally such as have one or two
older children to mind the lit tie ones
while they iro out and work.
"Then we all save a lot by having

out men in the army. The no-n used
to cost the Cast Knd families a heap.
They had to have clothes and food and
their daily papers to read, and their
bad-smelling tobacco, and. w orst of all,
their beer at the public house every
night. I tell you. sir. there wasn't
much left for their families by the
time they were mad- eomfortable.
"One of my neighbors' litth girls

said io my little boy here the other
day. 'We're u«»r sorry papa lias gone
to the fight We don't w ish he'd be

I.is family was lo see liim go. It's the
di-Hness <.: cm lives in the Kast F.nd
that kill*- I ii? love. We're glad of the
change tin- w,«r has brought, most of
us.

*
* *

"Supposi n- t!io change had made liv-
i'lt: out lure harder for us we shouldn't
have hern so pleased with it, hut you
s'e. sir. n- sonm ways it's made things
a bit e;tsi*-:. The separation allow¬
ance has done n lot that way and then
there's any number of other things
have happened that put a hit more

coppers :ti our pockets and some'at
more of food in out" mouths and
clothes on our hacks.

"Not only the soldiers" families ar#
making their «xtra pennies nowadays
We all. ili.it is all t»f us who have a

trade we've learned, are getting our
share of the work left behind h\ the
hoys who've uone to the war. There
are thousands of women whose hus-

MVItKK.T DAY

f ...« ded >.oe\\. u Ik r

market basket swin^int; fn»t»i her
r :.riu "\\;ir b is n-'. hurt busi¬
ness' be Mi-: r a? mu th®
bostlii : in t!*.* "*I!.»;i«i" with; a

ilVO ? |(f ha? id "I I OW HOes t 1»t-
fias' Knd }»:«fo.* jis food i; thon-

...- :. n^rs La >. u to

"I .' i:'! 1 t-o:ur ;»1».t»ie \\ liU*
fin -!.»*.. a i.il It. !< vkii

six- '-i sn it*1 very best
Co, !. :i« .v
Uf r hott.»- lay :i row of typienl

FT -t l.'»n<loit ; . 11 #¦* ? >«-1 II ha I stref«'?i
In -is samen.ss n'.mg St.

Stephen's i"' ,;i,; It consisted of thrt-i-
.hnbby re»oms on the Kntuml door. The
Kii'h*n was also the .Siriin^sr room an<l
11; parlor. 't <outai d .¦ table, two
»fialrs. st o\ »*. a sink a: 'i live chil-
r* en. the children raruai; from a t"n-
* nr-o .i l o> ;<. a >-i\ u« ek-old baby.
The junt.ie ol" furnishing:- ami human
h in us or, ir.iiril a inatt' r of .-ix by tpn
9 »-t <>f floor spa'***. The room wjtb
*- utents a prototype of ; thou-
5v.ru! other such :.omes in *h:i' district.
Th- mi.rii? »- ..[». rcfj a passage to the

»» ami p. offer#-d the better of th»s
' vvo hair- to her visitor. Then, while

spr« ad t!ii* k slices f bread for the
hil-i j. am! brewe<I them each a cup

Of l!.-- inevitable Knulish tea. she told
ts«or> <>f t'¦!»* Kast Knd and how it
lives iis war time.

T>fvest Jim her simple la:;'4Uapp of its
.; s. eockney tricks, :his» is what

-I. r.M'i:
it v«: > j.-« ... until you stop

fo think about it, but this war has
helped a !<>' -f i> .. .i her#- hi the Kast
Kn ..|. j.« ti t«» '¦>«- worse off than
I :>.r< the war because I've had
b i<i too,, pneumonia when baby
c; iii.- . \ wi i s a to ami that keeps
rve fro .. .» o I- .: u at. m> trad'-. f could
f:ii \« handson.i- penny nowadays,
v .uniforms for 'he soldier*,
t. ,i ot .'».].. or :io-ouiit of baby.
f 'f o:., I. ? a lot of «>f | I'M * V% ho" Ve

-1 '* ¦' oi anotliec th«- same
I ,i !n c aue \v< in the Kast

f 'n«l i.f #i on !»a n we u ere. «

"Ta f e o \\ .. I'm, he vtff of
* oJdi'i »f 11 ' t-o 111«nt pays »r.e

'.¦pjMi.iti ilowa ne- of !welv«- shlll-
1 U-S? pn.i-e etk fo t in>se|f, t h rf

s: i! 1 i 11 'pa 11 f».i i:.' tvvo oldest chil-
d re m ?.«i two shilltn^^ eaeh for 4he
Ot h.bir- 't'lieti ,n\ husband tuust

n.< t; fit' 11111 11 x ,v. hrsides, otlt «>f
h- o p. \ That makes wnt v-seven
si.i nt's > pen. i- a week that f yet

.'tiofher wot nan witii a fa mil v ts
^MliliU !?. ri 11 a n.ueh and lis e» rn-
i: u- ,'oii!<!iiii,u, too. Oli, »he separation
How: in h< lps us lot 1 have seen

fie t !!».«¦ In ri m> man was out of

M i:\i; IN THE K4ST EM) l»! Hl\«. W \li THIES.

killed, hut we hope he'll liav<- to stay
awa> ;i *» e time." That shows how
lots <.." the families out here I t<.-
w :i rd tin ir men-fol ks.

"Not h; t our men-folk, mostly, are
11«>1 ;t ^oud l«»t a i heart and l»r;i Vf. too.
\\ -re pro it (I of I he wa they"\<- j;orie
to tiyht for Kugland and we'll welcome
them ha ck, hut it's a hard life they've

hands are still ;it home earning; their
hit a w.'i k. that have found places in
the factories and workshops where
th'-y ;ire paid wa*;es that <»nlv men
could pret in ordinary times. That way,
.in see !h<- incomes «»f their families
are vcr> near doubled and they are
getting' a tidy little sum. that crov.s
evcrv week, put hy in some crack of

TWO or nof K l.AHOKCRS WIIOSF, HAIIMX^ n\VK IX IlKASKn SIM'K Till-; \\ All.

,r>\ fro:. :»!..* «l;o th«*> wer«- horn and Hi'- ,,r stor« .! up m t
its a harder lit"*- th«y'v« had sItm-o saving: hank
the> took to rarning potatoes and "If you'll tak«- a turn round t h«- c.or-
hrrad for then and ih« r < ii ?' ncr into old Kord «¦:».! you will s<»:

dr<Mi. and it's tal.rn ih#- h«art out of. v lur*' »-U-v»*n t#-»»?. ni*.»11 holism have
most of th«*ri' o that thf>'v«- iitth !»*.... 11 lorn down io yriv rooin for a n« w

priouK': tinn- to sp»nd» in rn;ikiHK ns f:i« toiy that's run u|> to make
Iovp th#*m. A inaii> a man, I dan- say, uniforms in. Whih- it's building im-n

was gladder to l»*ave his family than and hoy?, thai might hnv: !»«.»-n out. of

lll'Ki OF SOLD1EK*' ttl\ES AND TUK1K ( HILUHKN IN LUMWVS EAST SIDE.

THEMO MKN HWK 1\( RKASKI) THKIR EARM\(.S BY MAKING LI'ATHKR BKI-TS WD SMMiS FOR RKITISII
OITHHRS IN Till-: Fl 101.11.

work and hungry most of ilte lime, arc

making good pay thereabouts, and
after it's finished there'll ho another
thousand-odd places open for women
like myself who know how to run a

sewing machine.
"Every Kf,on clothing factory in the

East Etui lias quit making' ordinary
citizens* coats and trousers and is busy
with government contracts so big that
they most likely can't ever fill them.
Usually they turn off a lot of hands
this time of year, but now they can't
get enough real first-class workers.

*
* *

".Still, tin're's plenty of men, young"
and old. left in England. v. ho have to

wear clothes same ;is always. Some¬
body's got to be found to make the or¬

dinary men-folks' suits. With nil the
factories sewing up uniforms there's
plenty of work thrown into the hands
of the little tailoring shops and they're
sending out their work to the homes
where woinc::. who can't leave their
babies or their old people, are only too
glad of ;» chance to turn their hands
to something that pays better than
tidying up their houses. shall be ,-it
that sort of work soon. hope, and
then I'll do my bit to help another

family out by paying one of my neigh¬
bors to do m\ washing ;* 11<I help me
with the housework.

**«Hir Kast Knd men who have not
gone to war don't lack for w ork to do.
Those that, are good at a trade are a II
working about l^otidon at higher wages
than ever they had before, and those
that aren't trained to be carpenters, or
masons, or such, just go ami take a
walk along the docks and find all the
longshore jobs thej need to keep them
busy week in and week out. The rail¬
roads are short of labor, there aren't
enough drivers for the trucks and lor¬
ries ubout the city, the omnibuses and
tramcars have taken hundreds of our
men and trained them to fill the places
of drivers and conductors that enlisted
for the fighting in France. Kvery fac¬
tory that uses men wants able lads
to help supply the government with
hardware and leather goods and
canned food and guns. There just are
not enough of our men to fill the jobs
that are open. We're sending out
women and boys to do the work and
earn the pay of the soldiers who have
left us."
A shadow passed over the face of the

speakeY as she ceased dwelling upon
the bright side of the changed life in
the Kast Knd and turned to a darker
phase of the wartime existence of her¬
self and her neighbors.

*
# *

"Yes,'* she said, "it's a bit of luck
that money comes so easily these days.
If it weren't that soldiers* wives get
their separation allowance and that
everybody who has a mind to can find
work at good wages, the war would
starve us out in this section of the
city. Prices are going up at such a

rate that if they don't stop shortly we

shall be worse off than the Germans.
They haven't got beyond reason yet,
but 1 should hate to see food a penny
dearer.

"It's all very well for the majority
of the Kast lenders to pay a war tax
on everything the government likes
to tax. because the majority can earn
hig wages and work long hours, but
for those like myself, who have a

fixed allowance, and who can't earn
any more. It's very hard, indeed, sir.
The war hasn't brought an increase In
the pensions of hundreds of helpless

»

old folks, ;i i. ii hasn't put a penn.1*
extra in the pockets of sick people.
"I'm noi the only mother with .!

large family of little ones who isn't
able to.improve Im p condition. There's
lots of weak mothers who haven't tin-
hope I've got of being able to take
in work from outside. They're not **n-
joying this war. You might look into
lots of homes out this way ami find
old-age pensioners that have scarce
enough strength to go out of a market
day and buy their bit of food, arid
sick folk that can't even raise a hand
to feed themselves, and have to let
their neighbors care for them. And
whole families where the mother, with
her bit'of a widow 's pension, can hard¬
ly keep her babies from starving and
freezing-before her own i-\es.
"People like these barely managed to

scrape along when pri.es were at their
lowest. Now they don'l manage at all.
Some will buy coal to keep warm ami
then go hungry: others will shiver
while*! lie > e*t their little bite, a ('ford¬
ing to the r tastes. The charities are

Till-: world thrilled when in the
early stages of the war it
heard of turpinite.alleged gas,
used by the French, which

brought instant, rigid death to whole
companies of Oennan troops, yet w ith¬
out visible wounds.
Turpinite exists; but it is not that

gas. It penetrates armor plate like
cheese, ami makes death on the field a

pleasure. Thousands who looked com¬

fortably dead have come back to life,
complaining, "What is? ^lust w^ go
on fighting?"
Turpin. its inventor, is as tender¬

hearted as was the great Alfred Nobel,
who imagined that he had abolished
war by making it terrific. Hut, unlike
Nobel, he will not found Turpin prizes,
because he has not the money.

One day the great Alfred Nobel cut
his finger ami poured collodion on the
wound that sticky fluid, gunpowder
dissolved in alcohol and ether, which
dries to a film, like new skin. The

pain kept him awake at night. The
collodion gave him an idea. At a.m.

he went to his laboratory and succeed¬
ed in incorporating the guricotton in
collodion with nitroglycerin. Such was

the origin of dynamite gum, in which
the. two explosives complete each other,
more powerful than the simple dyna¬
mite. which started the vast Nobel
fortune. That sleepless night gave
Nobel i \» eI more millions.
Tin- great Kugenc Turpin one day

burned his finger, licked it, and went
on working. The pain kepi him awake
at night, and thinking about picric
acid, lie got up and invented melinite
that smashing-in-all-directions explo
sive which the French army pours,
melted, into shells; so cheap, quick
and safe to handle that the cannons

never lack tlieni. That sleepless nignt

pve Turpin zero dollars and the hump.
lie never got a cent from the French

government.
Tlis scientific completeness was ques¬

tioned, blandly, by official engineers
who had invented nothing.
The English government took his

S pf. «"OIil'e^|KHi«Jen»-e «>l T.'ie Star.
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noing a lot to help such folk, hut we
in the East End know from trying: it
that charity doesn't help very far or
very Ion?.

*

"My children, don't starve and they
don't freeze, but if prices climb high¬
er I'm i-.fraid they'll have to do one

or the »»ther. or maybe both. When T
tell you how manage to feed my
babies and keep them warm you'll see

how hard the war has been on the
folk whose pensions aren't near the
si/.e of my separation allowance.

"I have to watch every least farthing
1 spend to stay inside my allowance.
The only way 1 can keep "the children
nourished is to buy .just solid food.
There isn't any mone\ to spend on
cakes and tasty dishes. The only
sweets we have are nourishing pud¬
dings. and T can't afford them except¬
ing twice a week. I do make out to
have tea twice a day. We shouldn't

melinite and called it lyddite. As if
should write this story, and .) Dr. Lidd
should sign it. and draw the pay by
request.

*
* *

There is no use to argue about such
things. Eugene Turpin's willful mouth
and stormy blue eye in his round
and ruddy face proclaim the quick¬
tempered original genius who cannot
get on with red-tape functionaries: in¬
nocent-minded, impulsive and lacking
in the arrivist's tranquil astuteness.
During years Turpin suffered from

the malice of men and the prejudices of
official savants. He invented Fenian
tire, capable of throwing panic into an

entire army corps by terror arid sur¬

prise alone: and the French military
authorities would not look at it. He in¬
vented non-poisonous paints with
which some one will make a fortune
some day; but. be sure, it won't be Tur¬
pin. He invented the actual French
artillery shell in use. (Patent No.
1 41,542, year ISM.)
Then the war broke out.
Tranquilly, they took Turpin's shell,

poured Turpin's melinite into it. and
got busy, never saying "Thank you.'"
Turpin did not care. He said. "France

llrst."
And added, "Here is turpiuite, if you

want it."
They took his turpinite, without its

name. Call it modern melinite, or

modern lyddite. If Turpin should in¬
vent a perfume, they would call it
Dura mi's bouquet or Smith's garden.
But now you know why the new French
artillery range is so much longer ami

why English dreadnauglit guns pene¬
trate armor plate like hot iron in but
tor.
Never did a charge of English cordite

make holes like these. Late in life Al¬
fred Nobel worked again on his gum
dynamite. With a sufficient percentage
of nitroglycerin in it, he obtained a.

non-detonating explosive not smash¬
ing. but propulsive.which he called
Nobel powder or balistite. England
adopted it as cordite, Italj as fllite. and
Germany under a (lerman name, which
escapes me. They iniagined they had
something far more powerful than
French smokeless powder, but admit¬
tedly heating, rapidly wearing out the
ca n nons.
Lucky for France Turpin was there.

And Nobel's compound of dynamite and

\\ i:\st i:\i» iiotiikic

know bow t<. -i'-i along without that.
"I have figured out what will spend

on food 11 week it i .« tc-vo go
outside* my limit. < Mice a. day wc hav»
sixpence worth of meat or fish. That
sixpence worth has to do for live
mouths. That makes three shillings
sixpence a week for meat. I never buy
fresh milk except for the baby. We
have to 1m- satisfied with condensed
milk served in the tea. Milk, tea and
a little sugar. with perhaps some eOeoa.
takes two shilling's fourpenee. I'ota-
toes and bread are really what keep us
nourished. Potatoes eome to one shil
ling sixnenee a week and I>r«*ad eosls
st-ven shillings at threepence a loaf.
The rent takes five shillings sixpence
and fuel eosts three shillings four-
pence.

"In all then, you see. figure how I may,
M takes twentv-three shillings and two¬
pence from my allowance of twenty-seven
shillings and six|»ence t<» house, heat and
feed my little family. Only four sliil-
1 ugs and fourpenee is left for me to buy
any other odds and ends the family needs
during the week. I make out to get
along, but it's only a bare existence.

"It's like I've told you. though. While
there's hundreds iri tin- Mast Knd that
have as hard a time as 1 do to mak»
what they've got buy what they need,
and hundreds more even worse off than
that who starve half the time and freeze
the other half, there's thousands and
thousands that live easier than they ever
did before bec:iuse the war has brought
them work and the work has brought
them money."*
The little woman smiled brightly.

nitroglycerin to make a super-gun¬
powder will help us believe In fabu¬
lous turpinite. which, it would seem,
has two regimes of decompasition. pro¬
pulsive and smashing, w ithout danger
of passing accidentally from one to
the other.as certain smokeless pow¬
ders may. at times, by mere age.
These secrets are kept wrapped in

darkest mystery: only their effects are
positively known: but Kurope is now
sure that turpinite has nothing to do
with the alleged gas. supposedly that
of hydrocyanic acid, procured by put¬
ting the deadly poison, cyanide, in sul¬
phuric acid. "This poisonous gas is
heavier than the air." ran the early
cablegrams, "and therefore would flow
into depressions like trenches and kill
all within them!"
Turpin calls it "dirtiness." He would

never recommend such Borgia com¬
pounds for two reasons, the second be¬
ing that they are impossible. The gas
might, possibly, explode from shells;
but instantly diluted in the pure air of
heaven, they would be harmless.
Vet entire groups of the enemy have

been found lying, sitting, and even

standing dead, without the mark of ;i
wound! More extraordinary yet. two-
thirds of these dead men get up. after a
time, and walk around, complaining as
1 told you: "Why did you wake me
up? I was having such a good rest!"
From which it is believed that death

by turpinite is a pleasure.
'lertnati army doctors understand

these deaths and simili-deatlis without
wounds. XI first, they were ascribed to
simple melinite shells. Intense shell¬
ing with Ucrman high explosives had
caused similar phenoim-.ia among the
Krencli. but rarely. It is the noise.

The noise, exactly. Noise is atmos¬

pheric commotion: ami even ordinary
riK'linitc. lyddite. etc.. when the shells
explode close enough, may so shock
the nervous centers by terrific air vi¬
brations as to cause an inhibition. So
is a prizefighter knocked out in the

ring. Regularly, he comes to; now and
then, he doesn't. The same blow may
or may not. It is a great mystery.
Well. he noise of exploding turpinite
procures a long-range super-knockout!
Thus the enigmatic compound has

two uses. Turpinite is alleged to he mi

molecularly stable that it can be mixed
with the propulsive powder of can-

* *
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"Thai's how it js with us ? r«

Ivast I'.inl sirne war has come. said
"There isn't any mor»- I can Pll ><.
about it. sir."
The writer said i:ood-l .. .. and ough

confirmation «»' her story Hw.rt -.

the home of the most. influent .! leadei
of the lahor parts that the La; t I'm
possesses.

"Is the |K)|»uiation of this :eclion ..

London better 01 worse «.rr than bei'«e.
the war?" he asked the labor !.;««!..!

"I>onoini( ally we arc In tt» r off tli.i
ever before." w as tin* reply »f course,
there arc hundreds of individual cases -if
h*st it ii t ion among pension* r: ami fol'
with tixei.l i:icum»'s w <. -annul w oik. b n
the only real economic problem w« ha\*
to face is the rise 11 1 he pri< .. <»r food
It" the government eau I" in.lu .l to k< .

the price down to a reason.ibl« h\e| w.
shall conic through without an.\ troul»h
The story of the si uii mother ;i... the

statement of the labor leader tallied.
Here, then, in the Last of London, hv<»s
an immense coimuu'i'ly of I wo and a hair
millions which has furnished the British
empire with seventy-five thousand of iis
best men, ami \ t has managed, partly
with the aid of the govrninMil, l»ut most¬
ly through its own industry, not only 10
avoid misery, but actually to improve it*
situation.

In America, time thousand miles away
from the battlefields of Kurope. ih« war
served to turn thousands upon thousand*
of slum-dwellers in great cities |iu, New
York and <"hicago out into the freezing
streets t'hrlstmas eve. 1-. I'nu .ui.l. wi:
only a strip of water fifty miles wide
between the d-fTs of 1 »o\er and tin coast
of France, war brought only ful|» r stock¬
ings Christmas morning to flu* children
of tlie dwellers in the JOast laid of Lou¬
don

d h
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nous. i:: small quantities. As such. It*
combustion increases to the very mouth
of the piece- giving that extra bat to
the projectile which sends it through
ormorplate like sniearca.se. Vet. a*
a detonating explosive, its time s
1-1.700th of a second, dissolving the
shell to a cloud of bits like duckshor
over a great area and putting men
"out" for good or a nap deliciously. l»y
mere commotion!
Mixed with smokeless powder, it

ought to blow up the cannon; yet it
doesn't. I'sed in shells, it outfit 10
need a special detonator; yet it doesn't.
It may he found that there are two
varieties of turpinite. Admittedly a
first-class mystery, neither public no'*
military attaches are likely to learn
much about it from the French official
engineers. !t is Turpin's.
And Turpin has other mysteries .n

his sack. The Fenian fire is a pure
wonder.
"A little before the war," he says.

crossed Belgium. Between Liege and
Xamur, on the plateau of Herve, pre¬cise points of the (Jerman concentra¬
tion, there were immense wheat fields.
With one of my inventions, panic might
have been thrown into their armies."

It was not.
The official engineers had not « \ n-

Ined Fenian fire.
Magnanimous Turpin!

ST I *KLIN*< JILJLbJ,

She Found the Brooch.
D^TKi'TIVI-: work, following faint

clues, dark hints and the like, rs
not the only uodhod ».»y which rol«~
belies may be so!\ed Tin wife of
prominent officer in the \i, i ::¦. i'oi p*.
who resides in Ba
country place \"i
for the statement,
low ing little lory r proof of ht con¬
tention.

It seems that while she was at her*
Virginia place, she out day mis e.|
from her jewel box a valuable diumoi -I
brooch. -She had tin servants search
high and low for the trinket, hut t:
could not be found. All of her servant?|
except one had been with her for years,
and were absolutely trusted by hei.
The one exception, a mulatto girl, per¬
sistently urged upon her mistress t ha
possibility of the brooch being at her
Baltimore town house.
"'Taint cround heah. Mis' Alice" <m»t

the real name of the mistress, of
course). "1 know flat it ain't erountl
heah," persisted the girl.
Whatever suspicions the mistress may-

have had she kept to herself. After a
while she returned to Baltimore, bring¬
ing her servants with her.
"Is you found it. Mis' Alice?' asked

the mulatto girl, after a search of t lu>
house had been concluded.
Her mistress shook her head.
"No," said she, "I have not found it,

Mary*, but," lowering her voice and
speaking impressively, 'l ha\e no
cause to worry."
"Ain't you'"* inquired the girl.
"No," continued her mistress. "You

see. I went to a fortune teller today.
She told me that whoever had the dia¬
mond would die shortly, and that the
brooch w ould be found a mom: thei--
effects. only have to wait for their
death to know who took my brooch."
"Mali gracious!" breathed the mulatto

girl. "Hid dat voodoo woman say dat
"She did," replied her mistress, sol¬

emnly
The mulatto uiil precipitanilv de¬

parted, and, strangely enough, her mis¬
tress found the missing brooch that
very night pinned to one of her gow na>.

War.
AMILITA BY attache said a a Wash¬

ington luncheon:
"Modern warfare ha no p: ircsque-

ness. no beauty. A wounded soldier at
<*harlcroi was asked to describe his im¬
pressions of a modern battle. *Hc cased
his face bandages ami replied:

t\ modern battle? What's it like? '

Well, first you hear a deuce of a noise,
and then the nurse says. 'Try and take
a little swaller o" this.' "

«


